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away. But the group, which included Mobile Grays 
and New Orleans Grays, was ordered to turn back 
not long after starting out, due to various issues.

Fannin blamed the retreat on his officers; the 
officers and enlisted men accused Fannin of abort-
ing the mission. Despite his name being enshrined 
in several places throughout the Lone Star State, 
including on a busy avenue in downtown Houston, 
history has come 
down hard on him 
and has not com-
pletely forgiven 
him for suspected 
cowardice.

Meanwhile, in 
Gonzales, Bonham 
caught up with 
Robert M. William-
son, commander of 
the Texas Ranger 
Battalion, who en-
thusiastically sup-
ported the cause. 
However, circum-
stances prevented him from mustering immediate 
support.

Bonham returned to the Alamo through the 
Mexican lines on March 3, bearing a letter to Travis 
from Williamson: “For God's sake hold out until we 
can assist you!” At the time he penned his reply, Wil-
liamson (and, for that 
matter, Bonham) was 
unaware that Fannin 
had already called off 
the reinforcements 
from Goliad. When 
Bonham reported 
back to Travis, he was 
under the impression 
that reinforcements 
would soon arrive, 
yet he must also have 
sensed that certain 
death awaited them 
all.

James Michener, 
who wrote the epic historical novel Texas, said of 
the men of the Alamo: “I could have been a Jim 
Bowie if I’d had the stature and the reflexes. I could 
have been certainly a Travis. But Bonham I could 
not have been. When I got out of the Alamo the 
second time, I’d have said, ‘to hell with this thing.’ 
I probably would have come back the first time, 
not the second time.  I stand in awe of that man.  I 

would say he’s probably my favorite Texan.”
The battles that raged in Texas were inspired 

by revenge. Because independence-minded Tex-
ans initially ousted Mexican forces with an offen-
sive at Gonzales, Santa Anna then charged his army 
up to the Alamo to seek vengeance. Following the 
slaughters at the Alamo and at Goliad, Texans re-
sponded with tempered retribution, and all forces 

were coalesced un-
der the leadership of 
Sam Houston, who 
led them eastward to 
the vicinity where a 
great city would one 
day rise and bear his 
name.

The next time 
the two forces met, 
it was during a sleepy 
afternoon on a grassy 
stretch near Buffalo 
Bayou and the San Ja-
cinto River. After Gen-
eral Houston ordered 

the burning of the only bridge providing access into 
the area, the Texans hid amongst trees until ready 
to take their adversaries by complete surprise. They 
charged across the meadow, yelling out, “Remem-
ber the Alamo, Remember Goliad!”

The Battle of San Jacinto ended nearly as quick-
ly as it began: it was a 
complete rout, with 
most of the Mexican 
forces being killed or 
deserting. The monu-
ment that stands tall 
on the battlefield 
contains an inscrip-
tion, part of which 
reads:

“Measured by its 
results, San Jacinto 
was one of the de-
cisive battles of the 
world. The freedom 
of Texas from Mexico 

won here led to annexation and to the Mexican-
American War, resulting in the acquisition by the 
United States of the states of Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Nevada, California, Utah and parts of 
Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas and Oklahoma. Al-
most one-third of the present area of the American 
Nation, nearly a million square miles of territory, 
changed sovereignty.”�„

Ruins of the Alamo, watercolor, 1847, by Edward Everett—Source: Amon 
Carter Museum, Fort Worth, http://www.cartermuseum.org

Ruins of the Alamo (from inside), watercolor, 1847, by Edward Ever-
ett—Source: Texas A&M University, http://www.tamu.edu
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Tarleton’s Raid on Pound Ridge, New York
July 2, 1779

by Jay Harris

The following is the first of a two-part article on Banastre Tarleton’s raid of Pound Ridge, New York, 
in 1779, excerpted from God’s Country: A History of Pound Ridge, New York by Jay Harris (Hess), Pequot 
Press, 1971, renewed 1999. The author is a writer and journalist as well as this publication’s Assistant Edi-
tor for Life. Her late husband, Richard Farmer Hess, was editor of the separate Drumbeat newsletter and 
Flintlock & Powderhorn magazine from 1985 to 2000. The story is printed here with the permission of the 
Pound Ridge Historical Society, which now owns the copyright to the book.

Why should Pound Ridge, a town [in West-
chester County] of no strategic importance, be at-
tacked by a crack detachment of British troops in 
1779?  There were several reasons.

Ordered to make the rebels feel the severity of 
the war, Clinton and naval counterpart Sir George 
Collier [were obliged] to plan a series of wide-rang-
ing, hit-and-run raids in the summer of that year 
in hopes of luring Gen. George Washington and 
his forces out from the Hudson River Valley. Pound 
Ridge and Bedford in New York, and Norwalk, New 
Haven and Fairfield in nearby Connecticut, were 
attacked within a two-week period.

In his report to Lord George Germain at the 
British War Office, Sir Henry Clinton, commander 
in chief of the British cavalry in North America, said 
he had hoped to surprise a regiment of American 
cavalry at Pound Ridge. That regiment, command-
ed by Col. Elisha Sheldon, had engaged in frequent 
skirmishes with the British and was charged with 
the protection of the northern frontier from incur-
sions by Tories and British soldiers from below the 
lines at North Castle.

Another reason [for choosing Pound Ridge] 
was to capture Maj. Ebenezer Lockwood, for whom 
the British were offering a reward of forty guineas 
(enough to buy ten acres of good farm land).  In 
addition to serving as a Major in the 2d Regiment 
of Westchester County Militia, he was also a town 
supervisor, a Justice of the Peace, a member of the 
Committee of Safety, a delegate to the New York 
Provincial Congress, and a member of the commit-
tee for the first state constitution.  Furthermore, 
Maj. Lockwood’s home was serving as Col. Shel-
don’s Pound Ridge headquarters.

To lead the raid on Pound Ridge, Clinton 
chose 24-year-old Banastre Tarleton, who had dis-
tinguished himself during the campaigns in New 
Jersey and had been made a Lieutenant Colonel in 
1778.  For this expedition, his first independent com-
mand, Tarleton had the best troops of his “British 

Legion,” which was formed from various regiments 
of light dragoons and infantry, mainly Loyalists.  In 
all there were about two-hundred men, including 
some Hessian Yagers mounted on the best of the 
horses that survived the trip from England and Ire-
land and some that had been captured during pre-
vious skirmishes with the Americans.

The attack on Pound Ridge did give the Brit-
ish an unexpected windfall: among captured docu-
ments were papers which revealed secrets of the 
American spy ring operating behind British lines. 
Overall, however, the raid was a disappointment to 
the British: They had not surprised the Patriot cav-
alry, because the Americans had been forewarned 
of their coming; they may have terrified the inhab-
itants of the town, but not for long; furthermore, 
they failed to capture Maj. Lockwood, although 
they took his son-in-law as prisoner. [Neither were 
they successful in coaxing George Washington, 
et al, eastward, where the Army would have been 
more vulnerable and easier to engage.]

Expecting Engagement
Three days prior to the raid, Washington had 

ordered Col. Stephen Moylan and his 4th Regi-
ment of Light Horse to proceed to the “neighbor-
hood of Bedford where Sheldon’s Horse and a few 
light infantry are stationed” and take them under 
his command in order to protect the country and 
inhabitants, give confidence to the militia, and pro-
vide as much intelligence about the enemy’s plans 
as possible.

Sheldon arrived in Pound Ridge on July 1 to 
take command of his regiment and await Moylan’s 
arrival.  Luther Kinnicutt, an American spy under 
orders of the Committee of Safety, had forewarned 
Sheldon the night before of an impending British 
attack but was unable to determine when it would 
be made.

Comprising the American forces in Pound 
Ridge were: ninety of Sheldon’s 2nd Regiment of 
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Ralph Earl portrait of Benjamin Tallmadge and 
son William.— Credit: Collection of Litch-
field Historical Society, Litchfield, CT. 

Light Horse, commanded by Maj. Benjamin Tall-
madge and stationed in the hamlet, the town’s cen-
ter; about one-hundred Continental foot soldiers of 
the 6th Connecticut Regiment, under command of  
Maj. Eli Leavenworth, stationed along the southern 
road to Bedford, about a mile from the hamlet; and 
about another hundred local militia, commanded 
by Maj. Lockwood—fewer than three-hundred 
men in all, and most of them new to soldiering.

Kinnicutt’s warning had personal as well as mil-
itary significance for Maj. Lockwood.  With his wife 
seven months pregnant with their eighth child, he 
was determined to move his 
family to safety in Ridgefield, 
Connecticut.  A heavy rain fell 
into the night. Sheldon dis-
suaded the Lockwoods from 
leaving, saying that it was un-
likely that the British would 
attack in such bad weather.  
With their personal belong-
ings packed, the Lockwood 
family sat up all night fully 
dressed, ready to depart early 
the next morning.

Sheldon, too, took precau-
tions against the expected at-
tack.  His men were billeted 
in barns and outbuildings on 
the Lockwood farm and were 
kept under arms, ready for 
the first alarm.  Their horses 
were saddled and bridled and 
tied to a picket line in back 
of the Presbyterian meeting 
house.  Mounted sentinels were posted on both the 
north and south roads between Bedford and Pound 
Ridge. Local militias were told to be prepared on 
short notice to come to the hamlet to support the 
cavalry.  Pound Ridge was ready and waiting.

Eager to make a name for himself and to reach 
Pound Ridge before Moylan’s cavalry arrived, Tar-
leton left his camp on the Bronx River near Yon-
kers at 11:30 p.m. on July 1, in spite of the “remark-
ably bad” rainstorm in progress.  Tarleton reached 
North Castle Church at the Bedford border shortly 
before 4 a.m. on July 2 and stopped to check out 
intelligence reports on the Pound Ridge forces and 
the whereabouts of Moylan’s regiment.

The Encounter
Instead of taking the more direct southern road 

from Bedford to Pound Ridge, he chose the north-
ern route.  As dawn was breaking, directions to 

Sheldon’s headquarters were asked of a man named 
Crawford, who was standing in the doorway of his 
house on the road from Bedford leading to Ridge-
field and Danbury. Misunderstanding Crawford’s 
directions, Tarleton’s dragoons went north on the 
Bedford road for about half a mile before they real-
ized their mistake.  They retraced their steps to the 
fork in the road and proceeded south toward the 
hamlet.

A mounted American sentinel who had climbed 
the Stone Hills for a better view spotted men and 
horses coming from Bedford on the northern road.  

He galloped back to Sheldon’s 
headquarters to report what he 
had seen.  Sheldon had just or-
dered his unit’s horses to be un-
saddled and turned out into an 
adjacent field prior to their being 
fed and groomed, but on hearing 
the sentinel’s report he immedi-
ately countermanded his order 
and dispatched Maj. Tallmadge 
and a small group of men to de-
termine whether the observed 
troops were Moylan’s or the ene-
my’s.  To be ready for either even-
tuality, he ordered the rest of his 
men to mount their horses.

Tallmadge and his men gal-
loped up the road for about half a 
mile to where a hill and right turn 
obscured the view ahead.  Going 
a few paces farther, they found 
themselves face-to-face with the 
advancing British dragoons.  The 

British officer in the lead called upon Tallmadge to 
surrender and immediately ordered his own men 
to charge. 

The Americans wheeled about and rode at full 
speed toward the hamlet with the British in hot 
pursuit, “standing in their stirrups and shouting 
and whirling their swords over their heads,” accord-
ing to an eyewitness. 

The vanguard of the British forces engaged in 
hand-to-hand combat with Sheldon’s men while 
some of the inexperienced militia withdrew to join 
Maj. Leavenworth on the Pound Ridge-Bedford 
road to the west. After a few moments, Tarleton and 
the main body of his troops reached the hamlet. He 
ordered his dragoons to charge and deployed his 
infantry to prevent the Americans from escaping 
by either of the Bedford roads.

Part II will appear in the Fall issue of the Drum-
beat.
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